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Congratulations! You have completed this section!
Answer the following questions to test your understanding of the material.  When you are
finished, hand in your quiz to your teacher. Each answer is worth 3.12 points. 

Name: _________________________________ 

Date: _____________     Grade: ____________

English: Writing Skills

FROM THE VIGNETTES

Multiple Choice: Choose the correct answers.

1. Which of the following is a summary of “Robinson Crusoe’s Epiphany”? ______________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

(a) In the 1600s, Robinson Crusoe became shipwrecked on an island in the sea. 

Throughout the story, Robinson struggled for survival and with belief in God. Thirty 

years after the initial shipwreck, Robinson returned to England a happier man.

(b) In the 1800s, Robinson ran away from home. His parents searched for Robinson in 

vain. His father was a sea captain and inquired about Robinson’s whereabouts along 

the shore. Thirty years later, on a fishing expedition on the deep seas, the father 

encountered Robinson on an abandoned island.

(c) Robinson Crusoe was a wayward young man who always got in trouble. One day, 

while on a ship in the ocean, Robinson’s fishing net pulled up a curious and antique 

box. The label on the box read, “DO NOT OPEN!” Robinson ignored the warning 

and opened the box, allowing disease and turmoil to enter the world.

2. Which of the following is a summary of “Pandora’s Box”? __________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

(a) Epithemeus was sent to Earth by Zeus. On Earth, Epithemeus met Pandora. Together, 

they discovered a box hidden in the woods. Epithemeus inquired of Zeus if the box 

should be opened. Zeus, who was angry at Pandora, had purposely planted the box in

the couple’s path. Zeus encouraged Epithemeus to open the box, knowing that evils 

would enter the world. When Epithemeus opened the box, all of Earth’s troubles began.

(b) Pandora and Epithemeus were a goddess and god who resided on Mount Olympus. 

Zeus was a man who lived alone on Earth. Pandora and Epithemeus observed that 

Zeus was lonely. They sent a messenger from Mount Olympus to Earth, with a box 

for Zeus. They told Zeus that when he was lonely to open the box. However, it was 

an evil trick by the gods, for in the box were all of Earth’s Cares and Sorrows that 

forever plagued mankind until Hope was also released into the world, a few years later.

(c) Pandora was sent to Earth by Zeus to keep Epithemeus company. An unopened box 

accompanied Pandora. Out of curiosity, Epithemeus opened the box, unknowingly 

releasing evil into the world. Later, Hope was also released into the world.

Remember:

Score an 85% or higher on all three

quizzes, and you may be exempt from 

the chapter test!
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Multiple Choice continued
3. Which of the following is a summary of “The Legend of William Tell”? ______________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

(a) William Tell was a citizen of England. An evil tyrant, Gessler, ruled the country. Tell 

defied the tyrant who retaliated by forcing Tell and his family to eat apples for the 

rest of their lives. One day, Tell’s son refused to eat any more apples. Gessler tied up 

the son and was about to shoot him with an arrow, when Tell rescued the boy.

(b) William Tell and Pandora had a son named Robinson. The family lived in Greece. 

Robinson was a courageous son who freed his people from an evil god named Zeus 

and his prophet named Gessler. 

(c) William Tell was a citizen of Switzerland. An evil tyrant, Gessler, ruled the country. 

Tell defied the tyrant who retaliated by kidnapping Tell’s son and forcing Tell to 

shoot an apple off the son’s head. Tell shot straight and true and freed his son, as 

well as the country from Gessler. 

WORD POWER!

Complete the paragraph: Choose the vocabulary words from the Word Bank.

4-8. Although __________________ and ____________________ by many ____________,

Crusoe ___________________ a plan to escape his woes and realized that

_________________________ was not against him.

ENGLISH WRITING SKILLS

Matching: Choose the correct answers.

9. _____ vignette

10. _____ myth

11. _____ legend

12. _____ fable

13. _____ parable

WORD BANK

snares          Providence          beset          accosted          devised
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(a) a story that includes the beliefs, superstitions and practices of a 

culture in an attempt to explain a natural phenomenon; the story 

usually includes the relationship between a supernatural 

being or hero and ordinary humans

(b) a story that instructs people in wisdom; may point out human 

weaknesses; unrealistic plot and characters that may be trees or 

animals

(c) a realistic, short prose with believable characters; the plot 

probably happened or appears to have happened; the story 

includes a “good will” message for readers and encourages 

readers to “keep on keeping on”

(d) a brief, fictitious story about characters in real-life situations; 

the purpose is often to teach a spiritual lesson

(e) a story in which the character and place do actually exist or did 

at some time; the character is usually someone who did a great 

deed of daring or courage; usually the deed is exaggerated
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Multiple Choice: Choose the correct answers.

14. The introduction of a story: __________________________________________________.

(a) introduces the reader to the main characters and provides background information

(b) places the main character in one of the types of conflict

(c) helps the reader identify the conflict endured by the main character

15. The body of a story: ________________________________________________________.

(a) introduces the reader to the main characters and provides background information

(b) places the main character in one of the types of conflict

(c) helps the reader identify the conflict endured by the main character

Read the passage and answer the questions.

16. The conflict in the story is mainly: ____________________________________________.

(a) man to man          (c) man to animal          (e) man to himself

(b) man to God          (d) man to nature

17. The major character is: _____________________________________________________. 

(a) the boy (d) the author (g) only b and c

(b) the other herdsmen (e) all of these (h) only c and d

(c) the wolf (f) only a and b

18. The climax occurs when: ___________________________________________________.

(a) the boy hollers “Wolf! Wolf!” just to gain attention from the other herdsmen

(b) the herdsmen run to the boy’s field

(c) the herdsmen realize they have been tricked

(d) the wolf really does come

(e) the herdsmen no longer believe the boy

(f) the wolf devours the sheep

19. The resolution occurs when: ________________________________________________.

(a) the boy hollers “Wolf! Wolf!” just to gain attention from the others herdsmen

(b) the herdsmen run to the boy’s field

(c) the herdsmen realize they have been tricked

(d) the wolf really does come

(e) the herdsmen no longer believe the boy

(f) the wolf devours the sheep

20. The moral of the story is: __________________________________________________.

(a) if you repeatedly abuse your privileges, then when the time comes for you to need 

those privileges, they will not be available to you

(b) shepherding sheep can be a dangerous occupation

(c) if you are the only one defending something, and no one is available to help you, 

then surrender and do not fight

The Shepherd Boy

A certain shepherd boy kept his sheep in a field, and in sport and wantonness would often

cry out, “The wolf! The wolf!” By doing this, he several times drew the shepherds in an adjoining

field from their work; who, finding themselves deluded, resolved for the future to take no notice

of the boy’s alarm. Soon afterward, however, the wolf came indeed. The boy cried out in earnest;

but no heed was given to his cries, and the sheep were devoured by the wolf. (Aesop)
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Read the passage and answer the questions.

21. Short essay: Decide if the poem is a myth, fable, legend, parable or vignette. Defend your

position in a short essay in the space below. This answer is worth 25 points.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Abou Ben Adhem

Abou Ben Adhem (may his tribe increase!)

Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,

And saw, within the moonlight in his room, 

Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom,

An Angel writing in a book of gold:

Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold,

And to the Presence in the room he said,

“What writest thou?” The Vision raised its head,

And with a look made of all sweet accord

Answered, “The names of those who love the Lord.”

“And is mine one?” said Abou. “Nay, not so,”

Replied the Angel. Abou spoke more low,

But cheerily still; and said, “I pray thee, then,

Write me as one that loves his fellow men.”

The Angel wrote, and vanished. The next night

It came again with a great wakening light,

And showed the names whom love of God had blessed,

And lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest!

(James Henry Leigh Hunt)
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LIFE PRINCIPLES

Fill in the blank: Write the correct answers. 

22. “. . . the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of this truth—that God
_______________ in the affairs of ___________.”

23. “Bad things happen, but they are not the ___________ things that happen.”

24. “Political _______________ is directly tied to a people’s ability to govern their
_____________ behavior.”

25. “Offering _______________ to others in pain puts our problems at rest.”
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